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British Health Program 


American news channels have 
been very touchy about releasing 
unbiased reports of the new Brit- 
ish health and sickness program. 
Often where it has been reported, 
it has been presented in a false or 
misleading light. Here is a brief 
summary of the labor government’s 
plan: 

All British citizens pay a weekly 
stipend to the government which 
is augmented by a similar payment 
by employers. The government 
contributes an equal sum, and from 
these sources a national health 
fund is created which provides free 
medical care, hospitalization and 
surgery,—drugs, eyeglasses, dental 
work and false teeth, maternity 
care. Besides this overall health 
service, workers will receive spe- 
cial living allowances while they 
are ill. Doctors and dentists will be 
paid full-time salaries of from ten 
to thirteen thousand duiiar? a yeur 
which is a large income by British 
standards. Doctors may comtinue 
to engage in private practice on 
a part time basis. About 40 per 
cent of the doctors, chiefly the old- 
er practitioners with established 
lucrative incomes, fought the plan. 
The other 60 per cent, particularly 
the younger men, facing the prob- 
lems of paying for prohibitively 
expensive equipment in establish- 
ing themselves and building a 
practice, gree‘ed the new plan with 
enthusiasm. The main difficulty is 
that millions of Britains who 
could never before afford health 
“are are now swamping the hos- 
pitals and clinics. It will be sever- 
al years before the plan can work 
adequately because of the shortage 
of hospital beds, clinical equipment 
and medicine. 

In the meantime, any sugges- 
tion for a plan in America to pro- 
vide medical attention for that 
large group of our population 
which cannot now afford such care 
is charged with communism. 
Nonetheless, from facts present- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


‘ALUES: All over the world today values have become lower. But 
ine things we buy—those houses on the next block or the 
merchandise in the stores—seem to have false values because the money 
we use is no longer real money—honest money. The enormous cost of 
war and the impoverishment and debt resulting have pushed the world 
economy into deeper poverty than any government is willing to admit 
to its own people. While the money of several countries such as China 
is practically worthless, even Britain and America have pegged pounds 
and dollars far above real value. Hence illegal or black market trading 
is found everywhere. Whether you are dealing in franes, pesetas, liras, 
marks, rubles, pounds or dollars, you are probably being cheated. Every 
American housewife knows her dollar is only worth about 40 cents today 
when she buys groceries. 

A generation ago, market fluctuations rested upon the reassur- 
ing foundation of world gold treasures. But the insane waste of war 
has exploded any such foundation for world economy. 

The only supporting structure that remains is, in final analysis, 
the moral character of man and the generative power of his spiritual 
resources out of which he may restore his world values. In a day when 
man’s economic survival depends increasingly upon spiritual resources, 
many are becoming increasingly indifferent to spiritual values. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 
Dispatch from the editor in Rome, Italy 


CONOMIC LUXURY: A few weeks in European capitals reveal 

many significant developments that are not reaching the American 
public. These deductions have been arrived at after numerous conver- 
sations with newsmen in Europe who are deeply aware of conditions 
about which they cannot report freely in their dispatches. 

Efforts are being made through Washington officialdom and 
American financial and industrial interests to use American relief and 
reconstruction dollars to restore capitalism as we know it. But such ef- 
forts are not only destined tc fail to restore capitalism but will create 
distrust and hatred for America and in the end will only further Rus- 
sia’s aims. 

Powerful financial and industrial forces have prevented the 
American people from discovering that capitalism, as desirable as it is, 
has become an economic luxury in many countries—a luxury they can’t 
afford. Capitalism requires free access to abundant material resources. 
Capitalism means that everybody and anybody has the right to go into 
the lumber business, the coal business, into iron and steel production 
and a thousand other things. It’s wonderful—if the resources are avail- 
able. But suppose there is little coal left, no timber and a disasterous 
searcity of everything else including food,—how then can you have 
“capitalism”? Then suppose those limited resources are held in the tight 
grip of a few family dynasties who have no concept of a democratic 
economy ? 

This situation, so foreign to anything the average American 
knows, is the ground into which American dollars are being poured to 
promote a “capitalistic democratic revival.” But the people of Europe 
aren’t so much concerned with saving the fragments of capitalism they 
have known as they are with just securing food and shelter again and 
living without war. And they are reacting to an inevitable law of adapta- 
tion regarding resources of food and necessities of life. When there isn’t 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Conscription Deception 


When Congress voted for the 
new peacetime conscription law, 
the country was given the impres- 
sion that it was an overwhelming 
majority move in Congress. But 
only those who spoke or voted for 
the draft got any publicity. The 
fact that there was a startling mi- 
nority report in the congressional 
committee of the armed services 
was completely suppressed. 


This strangled minority report 


was signed by two Republicans 
and three Democrats and stated 


that. the compulsory draft would 
“destroy the institutions on which 
America was founded.” These mi- 
nority members from their inside 
view in the draft hearings declared 
they were convinced that the law 
was actually a “program for war’, 
that the passage of the measure 
would mean an ever-growing in- 
fluence of the military over civil- 
ian life and would prove to be 
“one of the most tragie errors’ 
which could be committed by Con- 


gress.” This report, signed by 
Congressmen Dewey Short (Re- 


publican, Mo.), C. W. Bishop (Re- 
publican, Ill.), and others, declar- 
ed “Let no one be deceived into 
the beliefs that this proposal for 
peacetime conscription is intend- 
ed to be a temporary measure 
merely because it contains an ea- 
piration date ... it means the 
growing importance of military 
bureaucracy.” 

In the Senate, Sens. Reverecomb 
and Langer charged that the Army 
had deliberately endeavored to dis- 
courage volountary enlistments so 
it could show that its man power 
needs could only be met by a draft, 
that the passing grade for volun- 
teers taking the Army aptitude 
tests was raised from 59 to 80 with 
more difficult questions asked of 
prospective soldiers, including defi- 
nitions of such words as “ambi- 
ent,” “recondrite” and “torsion.” 


In other words these Senators 
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British Health Program 
(continued) 
ed by the Committee on the Na- 


tions Health at 1790 Broadway, 
New York, fwo out of every 
t} Americuns —about 97 mil- 

/ ‘ hol mele t the cost of 
seri iliness. One out of every two 
moth now dying in childbirth 
and one out of every three babies 


u h ) dir could he saved if they had 
adequate medical care. We have the 
impression that we’re the health- 
iest people on earth but the facts 
don’t support this theory. Neajly 
half our young men drafted were 
turned back because of physi¢al 
or emotional incapacities. There’s 
a national shortage of nurses, doc- 
tors, hospitals, and millions of peo- 
ple in America have no approved 
general hospital facilities available. 
There are many millions who have 
never had a dentist look at their 
teeth. American drug manufactur- 
ers and the obstructionists in the 
American Medical Association 
have combined their assets to fight 


even the most reasonable middle 
ground health program  sugges- 


tions. Groups of younger more 


progressive doctors in the AMA 


are breaking away and _ forcing 
some reforms within the organi- 


zation itself. But you may put it 
down for a certain fact that when 
the present boom runs out and the 
power of the selfish interests which 
are now riding high in our politi- 
cal scene have come to their inevi- 
table descent, will have 
hind of national health program. 
This is as certain as the coming of 


we sone 


the years. Ilow extreme and social- 
istic such a change will be depends 
largely upon how long drug manu- 
and obstructionists in 
medical 


facturers 
the continue 
blindly to oppose reasonable pro- 


profession 
Lress. 


Business and Labor 


Top level! business leaders are 


still giving the silent treatment to 
the Motors 
cost-of-living wage-formula 


significant General 
col- 
cerning which we reported recent- 
ly (Between The Lines, June 14). 
The GM agreement was the first 
break in the dam built up by ma- 
jor industries to hold back mod- 
ernization of the American indus- 
trial wage policy, but it is either 
being ignored almost entirely by 
the usual business news sources or 
condemned as a lurking threat to 
business The that 
the workers’ wages should have a 


interests. idea 
relationship to the cost of living is 
resented wouldn’t 
think of asking their own families 
to live on less than $10,000 a year. 
Nevertheless this innovation by 
GM, like the achievements of Lew- 


by men who 


is’ coal miners’ pension agree- 
ments, will inevitably change pre- 
vailing labor policies throughout 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


enough to go around, then what there is must be carefully controlled and 
regulated. The medium of public control is the state. The state control 
of fuel, food, housing, medicine, power and light resources and all other 
necessities of modein life is what Americans call socialism. 

Whenever anyone talks about some form of regulation over 
food, housing and such in America, he is inundated with cries of so- 
cialism in America, for we still have abundant resources,—there is yet 
enough for all to have more or less free access to independent economic 
action, given the courage and energy to pursue such action. But to at- 
tempt to superimpose such thinking and such a structure upon the 
harrowed and tortured ground of Europe is an error for which the 
American people are going to pay dearly in terms of dollars and the 
hope of peace. 

American poverty is not in material things but in leadership. 
The men who shape American policy are either inadequately educated 
in the economic facts of modern life or they are so deeply engrossed in 
the mechanics of their own profit-gains that they will not or cannot 
understand the more limited and straightened world around them. And 
such men are attempting to use the flow of American dollars to push 
western Europe towards a goal that cannot be established, towards the 
reconstruction of a structure that cannot stand any longer than Ameri- 
ean dollars can prop it up. The hungry people of Europe are saying 
“ves” to everything that America demands of them as they accept the 
dollars, but in their homes, clubs, restaurants they are shrugging their 
shoulders and wagging their heads over the “stupid and childish Ameri- 


eans” and a lot of their head-wagging is amply justified. 
England is going forward with their nationalization program. 
Italy (in spite of the anti-communist victory) has state control 


over many industries. Sweden is completely a “socialist government.” 
Denmark, Belgium, France, Holland are struggling in the same vortex. 
In American news channels nearly all news of the success of socialist 
or nationalization programs are played down or suppressed,—all, failures 
played up. American influence exerts extreme pressure to prevent and 
discourage nationalization or socialization of European industry and 
industrial resourees—and a high percentage of American dollars are 
being funneled into the same industrial family dynastic controls that 
have always fostered poverty and equality in Europe and which were so 
recently strong supporters of nazism and facism. This the European 
people all know and mutter about as they accept whatever dollar bene- 
fits filter down to them from higher levels. 

The question often asked is: why don’t American officials trav- 
eling in Europe see things as they are and catch on? We have asked 
that question of a dozen well-known American newspaper men stationed 
in Europe, and they answer “American politicians, congressmen «and 
such, who come over here, only talk to the American representatives of 
important European industrial corporations or cartels. They won’t talk 
to the ‘socialists’ or labor leaders or anyone else close to the people.” One 
prominent newsman said, “Congressman ‘Blank’ from my home district, 
asked me to help him get around. He wanted to meet Baron so-and-so 
of the big steel family. I helped him arrange it. We also got an appoint- 
ment with several important cabinet members who were connected with 
large old line industrial-political bloes. Then I suggested we see an able 
young chap with powerful labor support who is rising fast in political 
ranks and heading up the nationalization of some of the big indus- 
tries here. But my congressman phoned me he couldn’t afford to be seen 
running around with that crowd.” , 

There are of course officials in our State Department and in 
the European program, as well as some congressmen, who are aware of 
this situation and are doing all they can to make American dollars count 
in a more permanent, enlightened way. But their efforts are subject to 
pressure from congressional and business sources that make the task 
seem somewhat self-defeating and futile. 

The relationship of the Catholic Church to all these factors of 
che European scene is extremely important,—and amazing—especially 
when viewed through intimate contacts in Franco’s Spain and today’s 
Italy,—strongholds of Catholic power that stretches far over Europe. 
But we will deal with that in a separate report. 








REIGHT RATES: For over fifty years, the giant eastern steel, iron, 
cement, brick and other major industries have been able to pre- 
vent the development of competition in the South and West by a man- 
ipulation of freight rate charges. Freight rates were equalized on ship- 
ments both distant and nearby so that new producers endeavoring to 
break into the market in southern and western states would have no ad- 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Business and Labor 
(continued) 

the country as the months go by. 

On the other hand, outstanding 
business leaders with ° progressive 
attitudes are urging that the liy- 
ing cost agreement be carried a 
step further into the profit-sharing 
formula practiced by a few impor- 
tant concerns. One leading indus- 
trial manager, Walter J. Wheeler, 
Jr., recently stated before a large 
group of industrial leaders that 
profit-sharing will have to come if 
we save our free enterprise system. 
Speaking out of twelve years of 
experience in profit-sharing in his 
large manufacturing com- 
pany, Mr. Wheeler says that profit- 
sharing can heal the present an- 
tagonism between capital and lfa- 
bor and re-energize our present 
capitalistie “Unless em- 
ployees do share in corporate pro- 
fits, they can hardly be expected to 
have much interest in them. If 
thetr participation is confined to 


own 


system. 


their pay envelope, employees could 
hardly be blamed if they do not 
care whether the envelope comes 
from private owners or the qov- 
ernment.” 

Labor leaders often oppose pro- 
fit-sharing because the system has 
been perverted by some corpora- 
tions which either didn’t want it 
to succeed or des‘royed its real 
purpose inadequate methods 
that made it a speed-up prod with 
mere token rewards to the workers 
for faithful performance, while 
owners continued to siphon off the 
lion’s share. 


NATIONAL MANUFACTUR- 
ERS: This same split in econom- 
i¢ approach in evidence among 
business leaders is dramatically il- 
lustrated in the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers. This large 
organization supposedly represents 
the majority of American manu- 
facturers. Yet it is so tightly eon- 
trolled non-progressive  ob- 
structionists representing a few of 
America’s biggest industries that 
other progressive business leaders 
have been compelled to form such 
groups as the Committee of Eco- 
nomic Development and the Amer- 
ican Management Association, to 
the enlightened progressive 
business leaders a channel of ex- 
pression so that all American bus- 
iness thinking does not have to be 
funneled through the arch reac- 
tionary National Association of 
Manufacturers. 

All this is authenticated by a 
recent report appearing in the 
Harvard Business Review by a 
prominent economist and business 
consultant, Alfred S. Cleveland. 
With mild but devasting words he 
the blind selfish monopo- 


by 


by 


give 


reveals 


listie viewpoint that prevails in 
the thinking of those eontrolling 
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Business and Labor 


(continued) 

this important business organiza- 
tion. Because most of the press 
and radio are closely associated 
with the important NAM policies 
through advertising pressure the 
public has heard little or nothing 
of this significant report. Mr. 
Cleveland charges that the NAM 
has not changed its basie policies 
in fifty years, i. e—1. Keep labor 
weak. 2. Keep taxes on wealth and 
industry low. 3. Oppose all govern- 
ment regulations of industry. 4. 
Encourage government aid to in- 
dustry if that does not 
with the first objec‘ives. 

the NAM policy 

chiefly everything for 
and nothing for the worker and the 
publie. 

Mr. Cleveland charges that less 
than one per cent of the member- 
ship perpe‘uate themselves in con- 
trol and leave the pro- 
gressive enlightened leadership in 
American industry helpless on the 
sidelines. Mr. Cleveland submits 
abundant documentary evidence. 





coutliet 
In other 
has 


words, been 


big business 


vounger 


details eall at the reference 
room of your publie library for the 
last issue of 
Review. 


For 


the Harvard Business 


Oil and Diplomacy 
For many months we have re- 
ported the great underground in- 
fluence of American oil interests 
in shaping our diplomacy 
military policy in vital middle 
eastern. areas. Time and again, 
American policy has been shifted as 
the line of American oil interests 
dictated that shift. Because of the 
favorable relationship which the 
powerful oil interests have with 
American news sources, 
age American, although 
these hidden relationships, has re- 
ceived little concrete evidence of 
these manipulations that could so 
quickly bring America to the brink 
of World War IIT. 
A documentary 
situation can now be found in a 
paper issued by The Nation As- 
sociates entitled “Arabian Oil and 
the State Department’s Policy on 
Palestine.” This report also tells 
the story of how American oil 
companies, with the collusion of 
the Middle Eastern Division of 
the State Department, sabotaged 
the 
the U. S. It also reveals the fol- 
lowing facts: 
The oil 


and 


the aver- 
sensing 


report on this 


companies told 


Arab leaders that the U. S. 
government’s Middle Eastern 


e perts were opposed to par- 
tition. 

The Arab states decided 
not to 
but to 


eancel oil concessions 
use American dollars 


to finance the war against the 
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UNCHANGED 





Lets Straighten it our by This 
~——/ 


my oe 








GAas-e, grardkge 








With divine simplicity Jesus gave us a way whereby we 
can easily evaluate and correct the complex attitudes and warp- 
ed standards of conduct that often _surrownd us and_ almost 
overwhelm us. It is said that the problems of modern life have 
become so complicated that old standards of right and wrong 
will no longer suffice. But it is our thinking that has become 
difficult and_confused—not our deeds. Because selfishness_and 
self-seeking have become so thoroughly interwoven in our busi- 
ness and political life, our choices are not out of range of the 
golden rule. This divine criterion cuts through all our subter- 
fuge and reveals with sharp clarity the nature of our choices. 
The golden rule is “golden” because, like the precious metal, it 
does not change. Whenever you find your mind disturbed with 
anxious confusion, whenever the issues of life seem to have be- 
come blurred, place your interests and choices beside the never 
changing criterion of “do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you” and you will experience a miraculous restoration 
of the sense of direction in your life. 





decisions of the President of 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


vantage in location. In other words a customer for Pittsburgh steel in 
nearby Ohio or far-away Texas paid the same price and shipping charges. 
The mysteries of corporation book keeping no doubt saw to it that the 
Ohio customer bore the brunt of the unbalanced freight charges oecasion- 
ed by the shipments to Texas. 

Federal court anti-trust action has forced the abolition of this 
long established system. Although the eastern corporations are uttering 
many dire predictions and complaints, we will see many basic industries 
developing in the West and South with a freedom and opportunity here- 
tofore unknown American history. 


| as TRANSPORTATION OR INVESTMENT? Perhaps you have 
read of the initial demands of the railroad labor leaders for na- 
American railways. This is the beginning of a labor pro- 
gram concerning which you will hear more in the future. Here is why 
the railroad brotherhoods feel that the only salvation for the railroads 
and the railroad workers’ job security is in nationalization :—nationali- 
zation appears to be the only possible method of making the railroads 
primarily a transportation business instead of their present status as an 
investment business,—with transportation a secondary purpose. Three 
or four financial houses in New York and their subsidiaries not only 
own controlling interest in most of the railroads in the country through 
railroad capital investments but they also actually own on lease or chat- 
tel mortgage basis hundreds of thousands of operating railroad units— 
freight cars, whole trains of new streamline equipment, thousands of the 
new diesel engines appearing on every road. Next time your’re on a sta- 


(continued on NEXT page) 


tionalization of 


Oil and Diplomacy 


(continued) 
Jews of Palestine. 

The oil companies are 
working with the British For- 
eign Office, the Arab League 
and the State Department to 
destroy the effectiveness of 
every act of the President 
with respect to Palestine. 

4. A billion dollars has 
been poured into Britain by 
American companies to set up 
oil refineries in the Middle 
East through the false front 
of British foreign operations. 
You may get copies of this full 

report by sending your request 
and 15 cents to The Nation Asso- 
ciates, 20 Vesey St., New York 7 

A BRIEF SUMMARY of our 
oil diplomacy and its war-breeding 
history which we have reported in 
detail before might be useful at 
this time. Before World War II 


the British opposed at every pos- 
sible juncture the entrance of 
American oil interests into the 


Middle East. 


nopoly. 


It was a British mo- 
However, American com- 
panies had seeured leases in Tran 
and Saudi Arabia which they had 
done little to develop due to Brit- 
ish opposition. As soon as it be- 
came apparent that Russia would 
emerge a strong factor in world 
affairs after the war, the British 
poliey was reversed and all British 
pressure was used to hasten a 
speedy increase in American in- 
vestment in these Middle Eastern 
areas so close to Russia’s frontiers. 
Saudi Arabia became the first cen- 
ter of American development. 
King Ibn Saudi, however, demand- 
ed huge sums annually for main- 
taining these leases during the war 
before the American operations 
could begin. American oil com- 
panies did not want to risk their 
capital to pay these great sums 
which finally totalled fifty 
million dollars. But American oil 
officials, who had wormed into high 
positions in’ American diplomatic 
and military ranks, persuaded 
Roosevelt to advance this money 
out of lend-lease funds to be fun- 
nelled to Ibn Saudi through Brit- 
ish channels. The whole thing was 
strictly hush-hush until James A. 
Moffet, formerly Arabian Ameri- 
ean oil official, quarreled with his 
former fellow officials and turned 
“state’s evidence” for 


over 


congression- 
committees. Ac- 
cording to testimony heard in con- 
gressional committee, the oil com- 
panies by the above method man- 
aged to make the American tax 
payers dollars run the risk in hold- 
ing the leases and kept the public 
from knowing about it by funnel- 
ing the money through, (British 
lend-lease, (Associated Press, April 
28). On top of this, the American 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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Oil and Diplomacy 
(continued) 

oil companies, thus subsidized by 
Uncle Sam, were expected to re- 
ciprocate by making special prices 
to the American Navy for oil 
drawn from those areas. But, ac- 
cording to Mr. Moffet’s testimony 
and others, the U. S. government 
paid $1.48 a barrel for the same oil 
the British got for 20 cents a bar- 
rel! (N. Y. Times May 21, 1948). 
After rooking Uncle Sam out of 
millions of dollars by such over- 
charges, Senate investigations dis- 
closed that these same American 
oil companies had set up subsidi- 
aries outside the U. S. frontiers in 
which they were holding their pro- 
fits to avoid paying their American 
income taxes. Sen. Brewster (Re- 
publican, Maine) stated that the 
U. S. had already been robbed of 
117 million dollars in tax money 
by these evasive methods (N. Y. 
Times, Jan. 18, 1948). 

All this is but the economic 
background of the oil companies’ 
efforts to control and dominate our 
military and diplomatic policy in 
the Near East which has so tragi- 
cally involved the people of Pales- 
tine and the peace of the world. 
Because of the favorable relation- 
ship between the powerful oil 
groups and American news chan- 
nels, little of this has reached the 
average citizen. 


Conscription Deception 
(continued) 

charge with justification that the 

Army made it impossible for the 

voluntary system to work so that 

the draft system could be forced 

on the country. 

Other congressmen who oppose 
the draft have charged that one 
great object was to fill the lower 
GI ranks to support the officer sys- 
tem and to prevent demotion of 
war commissioned ratings. Con- 
gressman Engel of Michigan told 
the House “We asked for and re- 
ceived a breakdown of the number 
of officers the Army asked for in 
each grade. Were Gen. Eisenhow- 
er’s and Secretary of War Patter- 
som’s faces red when they had to 
admit that... there were five cap- 
tains, fifteen majors, four lieuten- 
ant colonels and one and a half 
colonels for every second lieuten- 
ant they had in the Army—outside 
the air force!” In other words as 
the Army was reduced after the 
war, the officers’ ranks were main- 
tained irrespective of the dwind- 
ling ranks below. They’ve got to 
have men to fill in those lower lev- 
els or a lot of brass gets demoted. 
The volunteers system would nev- 
er have reached a point of prop- 
ping up such a weight of brass. So 
the volunteer system was sabo- 
taged and the draft law was pass- 
ed 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continue 


tion platform just notice how often you'll see a metal plate attached to 
a car stating this is the property of such and such a bank,—which is 
nearly always a subsidiary of a few large banking tirms in New York. 
This rolling stock is leased or handled in some other manner so that it 
pays a regular lease rental or revolving interest payment to the financial 
controls. In this way the investment houses drain off every month enor- 
mous sums of money for the use of equipment “leased” to the railroads. 
It is this financial manipulation that keeps the railroads broke. Suppose 
the average merchant had to pay some bank lease rentals or permanent 
interest payments for the counters and shelves and equipment in his 
place of business. His normal profit margins would be whittled down so 
disastrously by these unnecessary payments that he would be forced 
either to seek means to buy such equipment outright or go out of 
business. The financiers do not want the railroads to be free of these 
debts and they see to it that these obligations are rotating and revolving 
endlessly through the railroad operational activities. That’s why Robert 
Young, multi-millionaire but progressive financier and railroad owner, 
has been fighting Wall St. control of the railroads, for as Mr. Young 
charges the investment houses have fought the modernization of the 
railroads and the development of new modern streamlined equipment. 
For why should they go to all the bother and expense of financing new 
equipment when they can still make nice steady profits on rolling stock 
as old as your grandmother’s rocker. 

Because these investments keep the railroads perpetually in the 
red the railroads immediately have to boost freight and passenger rates 
every time the rail workers get a raise in wages to meet increased costs 
of living. Railroad workers know that every boost in freight and passen- 
ger rates drives more traffic to truck and water transportation,—so 
they’re worried about their jobs. The only hope they ean see is for the 
government to take over the railroads, pay off the investment houses and 
thus end the enormous drain of banker manipulation. This would enable 
rates to be greatly lowered and result in a vast increase of railroad traffic 
and security for the rail workers jobs. 


IVIL RIGHTS: There is more than one brand of civil rights. A 
precious heritage of American citizenship is the Bill of Rights 
which among other things, the N. Y. Times of August 4 reminds us, 
“vuarantees against being called to answer for an infamous crime ex- 
cept upon Grand Jury indictment, a promise of open trial by a jury of 
one’s peers, the right to confront one’s accusers in open court after hav- 
ing been previously informed of the nature and the cause of the accusa- 
tions. We do not believe,” continues the Times, “these fundamental 
rights are being observed today in Washington by the Congressional 
Committees investigating communism in the United States.” Apropos 
of the Bentley spy case, the Times comments, “To grant Mr. Remington, 
Mr. Currie, Mr. White and others named by Miss Bentley an oppor- 
tunity later to confront her in the Committee room and answer her 
charges does not rectify the basic wrong that has been done. Many will 
read, and perhaps believe, the charges but not the rebuttal ... Dr. Ed- 
ward U. Condon was accused a year ago by the Thomas Committee with 
being ‘the weakest link in our atomic energy set-up’ and he has yet to be 
given an opportunity to answer before the Committee. 

“There undoubtedly were, and still are, agents of the Soviet 
Government, and of other governments in this country seeking informa- 
tion on military matters ... They should be sought out, brought to trial 
and punished, if they are found guilty. There are legal ways of doing 
that ... We have a precious heritage in this country of protection of 
the innocent against false accusations, of a fair trial even for the guilty. 
What price a few headlines if those rights are compromised or violated ? 
A dubious security purchased by those means would be bought far too 
high.” Remember those are the comments of the New York Times, 
America’s most conservative and reliable newspaper. 





That the current oil shortage is still a product of the near-mo- 
nopoly by the big oil companies was further pointed out recently by a 
representative of the Senate Small Business Committee, Paul Hadlick, 
appearing before the Public Utilities Commission of District of Colum- 
bia. He held further that they are holding production down in order to 
keep profits at the highest level in history. 





Under the surface in Washington here’s the prime question of 
the year: who shall control the atom bomb, civilians or military? The 
military leaders are well along in their plans to wrench atomic control 
out of the hands of the civilian commission and restore it to exclusive 
military set-up. 


Conscription Deception 


(continued) 


Hanson Baldwin, highly regard- 
ed authoritative military writer of 
the N. Y. Times, has had many 
severe criticisms along these same 
lines. In commenting on Secretary 
of State George Marshall’s plead- 
ing for the draft, in which Mar- 
shall said that our armed power 
had become “but a hollow shell,” 
Mr. Baldwin refers to the fact that 
there’s something wrong with the 
intellectual capacity and military 
efficiency of our military leader- 
ship if our annual ten and eleven 
billion dollar military budgets have 
only been able to provide us with 
a hollow shell.’”’ Although Mr. Bald- 
win’s remarks appeared in the N. 
Y. Times, they were quietly stifled 
elsewhere. 


Military spokesmen in urging 
eonseription have made much of 
the Army’s trus‘worthiness in 
keeping its word with parents and 
boys relative to military training 
and its inevitable moral and phy- 
sieal advantages. The record of 
Army behavior does not bear out 
such confidence. One of the 
mistakes made by the 
Army during the war was the in- 
sistence on a teen age draft to- 
gether with unfulfilled promises to 
parents that the boys would be 
adequate training before 
ever being sent into combat. Gen. 
Marshall, as Army Chief of Staff, 
appealed to Congress and the na- 
tion, “Trust our judgement, and 
our insistenee that we fight only 
with properly trained units, to see 
that each soldier has adequate 
training before he enters combat.” 
Yet by 1944 it became a notorious 
fact that thousands of American 
bous of 18 and 19 were being sent 
to the battlefront and were dying 
there within six months after their 
induction and with very little com- 
bat training.. It was through a 
mass of such young green inade- 
quately trained troops that Hitler 
drove his spearhead in the Battle 
of the Bulge. The Army inducted 
approximately 8 million men, of 
whom according to Gen. Marshall’s 
last staff report only a million and 
a half were engaged in combat. 
With six and a half million older 
seasoned men available to send in- 
to combat, why did the Army lead- 
ers throw in tens of thousands of 
teen age boys who had had little 
training when vast hordes of older 
thoroughly trained men were avail- 
able? This is one of those terrible 
blunders of the war that military 
leaders try to smooth over or ig- 
nore altogether. The Army leaders 
said to American parents, “Trust 
us.” -They did,—and thousands of 
boys died who had hardly learned 
to handle a gun. The Army again 
says, “Trust us!” 
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serious 


given 








